
Summary on how to secure visa to Ethiopia 

Immigration rules may change without prior notice, please ensure to check requirements and 
needs ahead of time. 

CATEGORY	  A	  -‐	  NO	  VISA	  REQUIRED	  
Nationals	  of	  the	  countries	  listed	  below	  do	  not	  need	  visa	  to	  enter	  Ethiopia.	  

Kenya	  
	  

Djibouti	  
	  

	   	  

Holders	  of	  diplomatic,	  service,	  AU,	  UN	  and	  ADB	  passports	  will	  not	  require	  visas	  to	  enter	  
Ethiopia.	  

	  

CATEGORY	  B	  -‐	  VISA	  ON	  ENTRY/TOURIST	  VISA	  
Citizens	  of	  the	  countries	  listed	  below	  can	  get	  a	  TOURIST	  visa	  on	  arrival.	  	  	  

Requirements:	  cash	  payment	  for	  visa	  upon	  arrival	  –	  US	  $50.	  	  No	  credit	  card	  accepted	  and	  no	  
pre-‐payment	  facility	  available.	  	  Required	  to	  have	  Passport	  validity	  of	  6	  months	  and	  hotel	  
booking	  confirmation.	  	  	  

Argentina	  
	  

France	  
	  

Mexico	  
	  

South	  Africa	  

Australia	  
	  

Germany	  
	  

The	  Netherlands	  
	  

Spain	  

Austria	  
	  

Greece	  
	  

New	  Zealand	   Sweden	  

Belgium	  
	  

India	  
	  

Norway	   Switzerland	  

Brazil	  
	  

Ireland	  
	  

Democratic	  people's	  
Republic	  of	  Korea	  

United	  Kingdom	  

Canada	  
	  

Israel	  
	  

Poland	   United	  States	  of	  
America	  

China	  
	  

Italy	  
	  

Portugal	   	  

Czech	  Republic	  
	  

Japan	  
	  

Republic	  of	  Korea	   	  

Denmark	  
	  

Kuwait	  
	  

The	  Russian	  
Federation	  

	  

Finland	  
	  

Luxembourg	  
	  

Slovakia	   	  

	  

Note:	  Citizens	  of	  the	  above	  countries	  can	  secure	  business	  visa	  prior	  to	  arrival	  in	  Ethiopia	  by	  
applying	  in	  the	  Embassy	  in	  the	  country	  of	  their	  residence.	  	  If	  there	  is	  no	  Embassy,	  then	  follow	  
Category	  D	  process.
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CATEGORY	  C	  –	  BUSINESS	  VISA	  BEFORE	  ARRIVAL	  
Citizens	  and	  residents	  of	  the	  following	  countries	  must	  secure	  visa	  in	  their	  country	  of	  residence	  
as	  there	  is	  an	  Embassy	  in	  the	  country,	  even	  if	  the	  embassy	  is	  in	  a	  different	  city.	  	  	  

Requirements:	  Invitation	  letter	  from	  Ethiopia;	  send	  scanned	  copy	  of	  passport	  to	  host	  in	  
Ethiopia;	  and	  any	  other	  requirements	  from	  the	  Embassy	  in	  the	  country.	  

	  

Cote	  D’Ivoire	  
	  

Lebanon	   Senegal	   UAE	  

Cuba	  
	  

Nigeria	   Somaliland	   Uganda	  

Egypt	  
	  

Puntland	   Sudan	   Yemen	  

Ghana	  
	  

Saudi	  Arabia	   Turkey	   Zimbabwe	  

	  

CATEGORY	  D	  –	  BUSINESS	  VISA	  THROUGH	  NEIGHBORING	  
COUNTRY	  OR	  ON	  ARRIVAL
Citizens	  who	  are	  not	  part	  of	  Category	  A	  &	  B	  and	  do	  not	  reside	  in	  a	  country	  under	  Category	  C	  are	  
expected	  to	  secure	  their	  visa	  through	  a	  neighboring	  country	  or	  request	  for	  business	  visa	  on	  
arrival	  to	  be	  pre-‐arranged.	  	  	  

No	  delegate	  under	  this	  category	  can	  travel	  to	  Ethiopia	  without	  the	  visa	  approval	  in	  their	  hands	  
–	  a	  process	  of	  at	  least	  10	  working	  days.	  	   	  

	  


