
Reading list for Land use, markets and planning: ‘The physical city’ 

This is a non-exhaustive list of papers, selected to give a flavor of the types of questions, methods, 
and data researchers use on topics related to land markets in developing countries. 

(*): key papers discussed in the lectures 

 

1. Land, Slums, and Building Cities 

* Baruah, N., Henderson, J.V., and Peng, C.  (2021) “Colonial Legacies: Shaping African Cities,”  Journal of 

Economic Geography, 2021, 21, 29-65. 

* Gechter, M., & Tsivanidis, N. (2023). Spatial Spillovers from High-Rise Developments: Evidence from the 

Mumbai Mills. 

Gonzalez-Navarro, M., & Undurraga, R. (2023). Immigration and Slums. 

Harari, N. and Wong, M. (2024). Colonial Legacy and Land Market Formality. 

* Harari, M., & Wong, M. (2024). Slum Upgrading and Long-Run Urban Development: Evidence from 

Indonesia. The Review of Economic Studies, forthcoming. 

* Henderson, J. V., Regan, T., & Venables, A. J. (2021). Building the City: From Slums to a Modern 

Metropolis. The Review of Economic Studies, 88(3), 1157–1192. https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdaa042 

Jedwab, R., Loungani, P., & Yezer, A. (2021). Comparing Cities in Developed and Developing Countries: 

Population, Land Area, Building Height and Crowding. Regional Science and Urban Economics, 86, 

103609. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.regsciurbeco.2020.103609 

Lall, S., Lebrand, M., Park, H., Sturm, D., & Venables, A. (2021). Pancakes to Pyramids (World Bank 

Publications - Reports No. 35684). The World Bank Group. 

* Michaels, G., Nigmatulina, D., Rauch, F., Regan, T., Baruah, N., and Dahlstrand, A. (2021). Planning 

Ahead for Better Neighborhoods: Long-Run Evidence from Tanzania. Journal of Political Economy, 129(7): 

2112–2156.  

Rojas-Ampuero, F. (2020). Sent Away: The Long-Term Effects of Slum Clearance on Children and Families. 

Working Paper. https://fernandara.github.io/wp_website/sentaway_JMP.pdf 

Sturm, D., Takeda, K., Venables, T. (2023). How Useful are Quantitative Urban Models for Cities in 

Developing Countries?   

 

2. Titling 

Field, E. (2005), Property Rights and Investment in Urban Slums. Journal of the European Economic 

Association, 3: 279-290. https://doi.org/10.1162/jeea.2005.3.2-3.279  

Field, E. (2007). Entitled to Work: Urban Property Rights and Labor Supply in Peru. The Quarterly Journal 

of Economics, 122(4), 1561–1602. https://doi.org/10.1162/qjec.2007.122.4.1561 

https://cepr.org/active/publications/discussion_papers/dp.php?dpno=15327
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yhbho0gyw51em2l/MumbaiMills_Combined.pdf?e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yhbho0gyw51em2l/MumbaiMills_Combined.pdf?e=1&dl=0
https://ucf5cc15ce3120b0a0a7e1dab433.dl.dropboxusercontent.com/cd/0/inline2/CbZyIpj0Mc5kan9ABlb6hiTpD2zjcu9Wm32pINchsdWT70R5_ZhBVqYCuYzI8_swcUaknXnk2rat4Q7ZRUYsR7teUeT4N_6H3322kR8TyMBllj17ufK6RNozOQM_fRrUpVmKFHKb6UQPRX2d1hjrLWokRphAEIiFauFUoAmUw4gWCXbvRsRdJ7cEby6c3izj-CFmD96qH1LkCKQqjU0EUCbdjx4t7ZS0HWJ8_WfeIL5wlrD8azcY-utsLWHMrWCgjmOeb_tbPylXvzZ7eFjuf3zvzKgNUmu4xPckLmXY-uHZXK3qQktunMNnGDqfniO9bi0sxrXmMCHRb_BuG06Ue2cltEtwaQsa4QrU6mSl48b3Mg/file
https://real-faculty.wharton.upenn.edu/harari/wp-content/uploads/~harari/HarariWong_ColonialLand_2024.pdf
https://real-faculty.wharton.upenn.edu/harari/wp-content/uploads/~harari/HarariWong_SlumUpgrading_Sept2024.pdf
https://real-faculty.wharton.upenn.edu/harari/wp-content/uploads/~harari/HarariWong_SlumUpgrading_Sept2024.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdaa042
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.regsciurbeco.2020.103609
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/publication/pancakes-to-pyramids
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/714119
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/714119
https://fernandara.github.io/wp_website/sentaway_JMP.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c5f79d0bfba3e12ccbf9ea7/t/655d94d6a2f7dd0d03f3b314/1700631825598/Quantitative_Urban_Developing.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c5f79d0bfba3e12ccbf9ea7/t/655d94d6a2f7dd0d03f3b314/1700631825598/Quantitative_Urban_Developing.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1162/jeea.2005.3.2-3.279
https://doi.org/10.1162/qjec.2007.122.4.1561


Galiani, S., & Schargrodsky, E. (2010). Property Rights for the Poor: Effects of Land Titling. Journal of 

Public Economics, 94(9), 700–729. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2010.06.002 

Manara, M., & Regan, T. (2022). Ask a Local: Improving the Public Pricing of Land Titles in Urban 

Tanzania. The Review of Economics and Statistics, 1–44. https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_01247 

 

3. Housing: 

Armentano, V., McIntosh, C., Monestier, F., Piñeiro-Rodríguez, R., Rosenblatt, F., Tuñón, G. (2024). Movin’ 

on Up? The Impacts of a Large-Scale Housing Lottery in Uruguay. Journal of Public Economics, 235, 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724000744  

Barnhardt, S., Field, E., & Pande, R. (2017). Moving to Opportunity or Isolation? Network Effects of a 

Randomized Housing Lottery in Urban India. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 9(1), 1–32. 

https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20150397 

Belchior, C. A., Gonzaga, G., Ulyssea, G. Unpacking Neighborhood Effects: Experimental Evidence from a 

Large-Scale Housing Program in Brazil. 2023. 

Camacho, A., Duque, V., Gilraine, M., & Sanchez, F. (2022). The Effects of Public Housing on Children: 

Evidence from Colombia. National Bureau of Economic Research. https://doi.org/10.3386/w30090 

Franklin, S. (2019). The Demand for Government Housing: Evidence from Lotteries for 200,000 Homes in 

Ethiopia. 

Franklin, S. (2020). Enabled to Work: The Impact of Government Housing on Slum Dwellers in South 

Africa. Journal of Urban Economics, 118, 103265. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2020.103265 

Kumar, T. (2021). The Housing Quality, Income, and Human Capital Effects of Subsidized Homes in Urban 

India. Journal of Development Economics, 153, 102738. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2021.102738 

Picarelli, N. (2019). There Is No Free House. Journal of Urban Economics, 111(C), 35–52. 

Wang, Shing-Yi. (2011). State Misallocation and Housing Prices: Theory and Evidence from China. 

American Economic Review, 101 (5): 2081–2107. https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.101.5.2081  

4. Regulation and taxation: 

Anagol, S., Ferreira, F., & Rexer, J. M. (2021). Estimating the Economic Value of Zoning Reform (NBER 

Working Papers No. 29440). National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc. 

Brockmeyer, A., Estefan, A., Ramírez Arras, K., & Suárez Serrato, J. C. (2021). Taxing Property in 

Developing Countries: Theory and Evidence from Mexico. National Bureau of Economic Research. 

https://doi.org/10.3386/w28637 

Anagol, Santosh and Davids, Allan and Lockwood, Benjamin B and Ramadorai, Tarun (2024) Diffuse 

Bunching with Frictions: Theory and Estimation. http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4152124  

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpubeco.2010.06.002
https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_01247
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724000744
https://doi.org/10.1257/app.20150397
https://docs.iza.org/dp16113.pdf
https://docs.iza.org/dp16113.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3386/w30090
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z00kyukl0wj97ha3eopkl/Franklin_JMP.pdf?rlkey=h223964z8i430u7nv7e8khwwe&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z00kyukl0wj97ha3eopkl/Franklin_JMP.pdf?rlkey=h223964z8i430u7nv7e8khwwe&dl=0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jue.2020.103265
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2021.102738
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0094119019300245
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.101.5.2081
https://www.nber.org/papers/w29440
https://doi.org/10.3386/w28637
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4152124

