Main idea: Pakistan's role in a fragmenting global order

Session details:
Title: Navigating a Changing World Order
Date: Monday, 27 April 2026
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 PM PKT
Format: Webinar

Panelists:
1. Hina Rabbani Khar – Former Foreign Minister of Pakistan (2011–2013) and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs (2022–2023)
2. Paul Staniland – Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Political Science, University of Chicago
Context 
The Consortium for Development Policy Research (CDPR) in collaboration with the International Growth Centre (IGC) is organising a session of its Lahore Policy Exchange titled “Navigating a Changing World Order” on Monday, 27th April, 2026, from 6:00PM-07:30PM PKT.
In 2025, the threshold for transnational violence fell significantly, reflecting broader shifts in the global order. The four-day conflict between Pakistan and India in May depicted how notions of acceptable escalation, including nuclear signaling, are evolving within an increasingly fragmented and volatile regional and international environment.
The global order continues to fragment, with Pakistan now navigating a critical new phase defined by high-stakes regional crises. The country has assumed a pivotal role as a potential diplomatic intermediary in the ongoing Middle Eastern conflict involving the United States, Iran, and Israel, using this diplomatic drive to project influence beyond the immediate sub-continent. This complex foreign policy posture is set against a backdrop of escalating hostilities along the Afghan border, which has drifted into a dangerous cycle of conflict, coupled with persistent internal security volatility.
This webinar will focus on how Pakistan can navigate this new and evolving world order while safeguarding its national interests and development resilience.

Format: The webinar will run for 90 minutes.
10  minutes: Introductions and brief framing by the moderator  
50 minutes: Structured dialogue using guiding questions 
25 minutes: Audience Q&A 
5 minutes:  Closing reflections. 
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